Listing of Claims : 

Claims 1-13 (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently Amended) An earring for d i songageab le attachment to a 
usor oar l ob o that d e fines a first ang le of s e parat i on (a) with rosp e ct to a sagitta l p i ano 
of th e us e r and wh i ch i nc l ud e s a ho le d e f i n e d through th e e ar l ob e , sa i d e arr i ng 
comprising: 

a suspendable decorative ring d e corative r i ng suspondab l o from tho usor oar 
Jebe, said decorative ring defining a mean plane of the ring and having a first end 
portion; and 

an attachment portion depending from said first end portion of the decorative ring 
for captiv e i ns e rt i on through th e us e r e ar l obe hol e , sa i d attachm e nt port i on and 
comprising a unitary member having a first elongated substantially rectilinear portion 
extending at the a first angle (a) relative to said first end portion of the decorative ring A 
an4 a second elongated substantially rectilinear portion connected to said first 
elongated portion to form an angular return bend that defines a second angle (p) 
between said first and second elongated portions of said unitary membe r and a third 
elongated substantially rectilinear portion connected to said second elongated portion to 
form a second angular bend that defines a third angle (v) between said second and third 
elongated portions of the unitary member, said third angle (v) being selected so that 
said third elongated portion extends in a plane substantially parallel to said mean plane 
of the decorative ring, wherein said first elongated portion extends in a direction out of 
the mean plane of the ring so that, whon th e attachmont port i on un i tary mombor is 
ins e rt e d through tho oar l obo ho l e to suspend tho docorat i vo ring from tho usor oar l obo, 
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sa i d f i rst e longated port i on oxtonds captivoly through the? oar lobo holo such that tho 
dooorat i v e r i ng moan p i ano li os substant i al l y para ll ol to th e usor sagitta l piano and oa i d 
sooond o l ongotod port i on oxtonds oxtorna l ly of tho oar l obo to maintain tho oarring i n 
so l octivoly d i songagoab l o oapt i vo attachmont to tho us e r oar lobo . 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 14, 
wherein said second angle (B) is approximately 90°. 

18. (Currently amended) An earring in accordance with claim 14, 
wherein said unitary momb o r further oomprisos a third e longated substantia ll y roct ili noar 
port i on connoctod to sa i d second olongatod port i on to form a socond angu l ar bond that 
d e fin e s a th i rd ang l e (v) botwoon sa i d s e cond and th i rd e l ongat e d port i ons of tho unitary 
m e mber, said second and third angles being selected so that a sum of said first, second 
and third angles is approximately 480 360 °. 

19. (Cancelled) 


20. (Cancelled) 


21 . (Currently amended) An earring in accordance with claim 14, 
whoro i n sa i d un i tary memb e r further comprises a th i rd e l ongat e d substantial l y roctilinoar 
port i on connect e d to said s e cond e longat e d port i on to form a s e cond angu l ar b e nd that 
defin e s a third anglo (y) b e twe e n sa i d s e cond and third e l ongat e d port i ons of tho un i tary 
mombor, said third angle (y) being selected so that said third elongated portion lies 
substantially in said mean plane of the decorative ring. 

22. (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 14, 
wherein said first angle (a) is in the range of approximately 90° to 150°. 

23. (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 14, 
wherein said second angle ((3) is in the range of approximately 30° to 100°. 

24. (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 18, 
wherein said second angle (p) is in the range of approximately 30° to 100°. 

25. (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 14, 
wherein said decorative ring further comprises a second end portion and a fastening 
means for detachable engagement with a free end of said unitary member remote from 
said decorative ring first end portion to thereby prevent unintended disengagement of 
the earring from the user ear lobe. 
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26. (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 18, 
wherein said decorative ring further comprises a second end portion and a fastening 
means for detachable engagement with said third portion of the unitary member to 
thereby prevent unintended disengagement of the earring from the user ear lobe. 

27. (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 21 , 
wherein said decorative ring further comprises a second end portion and a fastening 
means for detachable engagement with said third portion of the unitary member to 
thereby prevent unintended disengagement of the earring from the user ear lobe. 

28. (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 25, 
wherein said fastening means comprises a substantially hollow portion defined at said 
second end portion of the decorative ring for receiving in said hollow portion the free 
end of said unitary member. 

29. (Currently amended) An earring in accordance with claim 26, 
wherein said fastening means comprises a substantially hollow portion defined at said 
second end portion of the decorative ring for receiving in said hollow portion the a free 
end of said unitary member. 

30. (Currently amended) An earring in accordance with claim 27, 
wherein said fastening means comprises a substantially hollow portion defined at said 


-6- 


second end portion of the decorative ring for receiving in said hollow portion the a free 
end of said unitary member. 

31 . (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 14, 
wherein said first angle (a) is approximately 135°. 

32. (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 31 , 
wherein said second angle ((3) is approximately 90°. 

33. (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 14, 
wherein the earring further comprises a hinge that connects the unitary member to the 
first end portion of the decorative ring. 

34. (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 33, 
wherein said hinge is configured for enabling pivoted rotation of the unitary member 
relative to the decorative ring about an axis defined transverse to the mean plane of the 
decorative ring. 

35. (Currently amended) An earring in accordance with claim 14, 
wherein a portion of said unitary member lie s i n defines a plane substantially transverse 
to the mean plane of the decorative ring. 
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36. (Currently amended) An earring in accordance with claim 18 A 
wherein a portion of said unitary member li e s i n defines a plane substantially transverse 
to the mean plane of the decorative ring. 

37. (Currently amended ) An earring for d i s e ngagoab lo attachm e nt to a 
us e r e ar l ob e that dof i nos a first ang le of separation (a) w i th rosp e ct to a sag i tta l p i ano 
of tho usor and wh i ch i nc l udos a ho lo d o finod through th e oar l ob e , said oarr i ng 
comprising: 

a suspendable decorative part susp e ndab le from th e usor oar l obo , said 
decorative part defining a plane of suspension of the decorative part a l ong which tho 
docorat i vo part i s adapted to b o suspended from tho usor oar l obo ; and 

an attachment portion depending from said decorative part for captiv o insert i on 
through th e user oar l ob o holo, said attachmont port i on comprising a unitary member 
having a first elongated substantially rectilinear portion extending at a the first angle (a) 
relative to said suspension plane of the decorative part A a^d a second elongated 
substantially rectilinear portion connected to said first elongated portion to form an 
angular return bend that defines a second angle (8) between said first and second 
elongated portions of said unitary membe r, and a third elongated substantially 
rectilinear portion connected to said second elongated portion to form a second angular 
bend that defines a third angle (v) between said second and third elongated portions of 
the unitary member, said third angle (v) being selected so that said third elongated 
portion extends in a plane substantially parallel to said suspension plane of the 
decorative part so that, whon tho attachm e nt portion un i tary mombor is insortod through 
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tho oar l obo holo to suspend tho decorative part from the us e r e ar l obo, sa i d f i rst 
olongat o d portion oxtonds oapt i vo l y through tho oar l obo ho l o such that th e decorat i ve 
part suspens i on p l ane l ies substant i ally para l lel to tho user sag i tta l p i ano and sa i d 
second el ongated portion oxtonds e xternal l y of tho oar l obo to ma i nta i n the earr i ng i n 
so l oct i voly dis e ngageab l e capt i v e attachment to tho usor oar l obo . 

38. (Currently amended) An earring in accordance with claim 37, 
wherein said first elongated portion extends in a direction out of the suspension plane of 
the decorative part fieg. 

39. (Cancelled) 

40. (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 37, 
wherein said second angle ((3) is approximately 90°. 

41 . (Currently amended) An earring in accordance with claim 37, 
wherein said unitary member further comprises a third elongated substantially rectilinear 
portion connected to said second elongated portion to form a second angular bend that 
defines a third angle (y) between said second and third elongated portions of the unitary 
member, said second and third angles being selected so that a sum of said first, second 
and third angles is approximately 480 360 °. 


42. (Currently amended) An earring in accordance with claim 39, 
wherein said unitary member further comprises a third elongated substantially rectilinear 
portion connected to said second elongated portion to form a second angular bend that 
defines a third angle (y) between said second and third elongated portions of the unitary 
member, said third angle (y) being selected so that a sum of said first, second and third 
angles is approximately 48© 360 °. 

43. (Cancelled) 

44. (Currently amended) An earring in accordance with claim 37, 
wher ei n sa i d un i tary m e mb e r furth e r compr i s e s a third e longat e d substant i ally r e ct ili n e ar 
port i on connoctod to said s o cond el ongated port i on to form a s e cond angular bond that 
d e fin e s a th i rd ang le (y) between said second and th i rd el ongated port i ons of th e un i tary 
member, said third angle (y) being selected so that said third elongated portion lies 
substantially in said suspension plane of the decorative part. 

45. (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 37, 
wherein said first angle (a) is in the range of approximately 90° to 150°. 

46. (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 37, 
wherein said second angle ((3) is in the range of approximately 30° to 100°. 
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47. (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 41 , 
wherein said second angle (p) is in the range of approximately 30° to 100°. 

48. (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 37, 
wherein said first angle (a) is approximately 135°. 

49. (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 48, 
wherein said second angle ((3) is approximately 90°. 

50. (Currently amended) An earring in accordance with claim 37, 
wherein the earring further comprises a hinge that connects the unitary member to the 
f i rst end portion of tho decorative part. 

51 . (Previously presented) An earring in accordance with claim 50, 
wherein said hinge is configured for enabling pivoted rotation of the unitary member 
relative to the decorative part about an axis defined transverse to the suspension plane 
of the decorative part. 

52. (Currently amended) An earring in accordance with claim 37, 
wherein a portion of said unitary member l ies i n defines a plane substantially transverse 
to the suspension plane of the decorative part. 


53. (Currently amended) An earring in accordance with claim 41 , 
wherein a portion of said unitary member l i e s in defines a plane substantially transverse 
to the suspension plane of the decorative part. 

Please add the following new claims 54-58: 

54. (New) An earring comprising: 

a suspendable decorative part defining a plane of suspension, and 

an attachment portion depending from said decorative part and including: 

a first elongated substantially rectilinear portion extending at a first angle 
(a) from the plane of suspension and being constructed, sized, and arranged to 
be passable through a hole in an ear, and 

a second elongated substantially rectilinear portion extending from said 
first elongated portion at a second angle ((3) back toward the decorative part at a 
third angle (y) with respect to the plane of suspension, and being constructed, 
sized, and arranged to abut against the ear. 

55. (New) The earring in accordance with claim 54, wherein said first angle (a) 
is in the range of approximately 90° to 150°. 

56. (New) The earring in accordance with claim 54 wherein said first angle (a) 
is approximately 135°. 


- 12- 


57. (New) The earring in accordance with claim 54, wherein said second 
angle (P) is in the range of approximately 30° and 100°. 

58. (New) The earring in accordance with claim 54, wherein said second 
angle (p) is approximately 135°. 
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